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proved that the plot to assassinate the Archduke Franz
Ferdinand had been prepared and organized on Serbian
territory, and that Austria had real grounds of complaint
against Serbia, it would be possible for him to urge in Bel-
grade that the Serbian Government really ought to give
to Austria the utmost assurances they could for the preven-
tion of such plots against Austria being carried on in Serbia
in future.28
This suggestion of Sir Edward Grey's was an excellent
one, but it met with instant and emphatic condemnation
from President Poincare, when Buchanan proposed it to
him during the visit to St. Petersburg:
His Excellency [President Poincare] expressed opinion
that a conversation d deux between Austria and Russia
would be very dangerous at the present moment, and seemed
favorable to moderating counsels by France and England at
Vienna.29 '
"Very dangerous" to have Austria and Russia converse
with a view to coming to a friendly and peaceful solution
of the Austro-Serbian conflict? One rubs one's eyes to see
if one has read aright. Very dangerous to what? Certamly
not to the peace of Europe. But perhaps to M. Poincare's
policy of having the Triple Entente stand as a solid block
in opposition to Germany and Austria, refusing conciliatory
arrangements with either of them, and preparing to force
them to accept diplomatic defeat or fight against superior
forces. For more than two years he had sought to tighten
the Triple Entente in every way possible, and to prevent
separate understandings by any jDne of its members with
Germany or Austria. He had repudiated M, Rene's efforts
28B.D., 79, For Grey's proposals to the Austrian Ambassador for
"direct conversation," see B.D., 86; and A.R.B., I, 59.
29 Buchanan to Grey, July 22; B.D., 76 (omitted from B.B.B.). Poin-
car£ (IV, 252) merely alludes to this in a couple of sentences, and gives
an incorrect reference in his footnote ("73" for "75").

